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SINNER  SERMONS 


NOTE 

In  offering  this  book  for  publication,  E.  W. 
Howe  explains:  "I  think  the  title — 'Sinner 
Sermons' — is  'catching.'  Also,  that  it  has  a 
meaning:  short  sermons  preached  by  a  sinner: 
a  man  who  is  not  a  professional  preacher  of 
religious  sermons.  These  paragraphs  are  se- 
lected from  the  best  I  have  written  in  more 
than  forty  years.  I  saw  one  of  them  quoted  in 
an  electric-light  sign  at  the  San  Francisco 
exposition." 


SINNER  SERMONS 

When  a  man  goes  to  work  in  the  old-fash- 
ioned way  to  build  up  something,  and  be  of 
a  little  use  in  the  world,  people  say  he  is  sordid, 
and  a  money-grabber;  and  that  ruins  him,  so 
far  as  public  confidence  is  concerned. 

*  *    * 

A  real  Honest-to-God  man  can  do  nothing  in 
politics;  only  a  half-loafer,  half-adventurer,  can 
cut  a  real  figure  in  public  affairs. 

A      A      * 

A  Communist  can  no  more  be  believed  than 
can  a  criminal  when  asked  by  a  judge:  "Guilty 
or  not  guilty?" 

The  best  sermon  in  any  book  is  that  which 
warns  us  to  prepare  for  a  rainy  day. 

*  *    * 

A  good  deal  more  than  half  the  men  will  not 
submit  to  poverty,  since  it  is  unnecessary. 
£    #    * 

The  people  do  not  love  God,  nor  fear  the 
Devil,  as  much  as  they  do  the  newspapers. 

*  *    * 

I  have  stepped  into  a  good  many  traps,  and 
been  punished;  but  some  other  baits  did  not 
suit  me,  and  I  have  escaped. 
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When  you  blush,  it  is  notice  to  be  careful. 

*  £    £ 

Here  are  the  men,  thieves  all  in  sexual  mat- 
ters, and  most  of  them  honest  because  women 
are  efficient  policewomen. 
4^     4>     * 
Most  new  things  are  largely  old  things  done 
better  by  painstaking  men. 
4>     £    £ 
Religion    is    not   an    intelligence   test,   but   a 
faith. 

£    £    £ 
The  old  time  man  had  so  much  the  best  of 
women  that  he  began  giving  it  back.    In  course 
of  time,  he  gave  back  too  much. 
£    *    4^ 
When  I'm  mad,  I  can  think  of  a  disgracefully 
large  number  of  mean,  unfair  things. 

*  *    £ 

As  a  very  small  speck  in  a  big  world.  I  be- 
lieve much   teaching  has   always  been  wrong: 
when  we  have  won  with  it,  we  have  failed. 
4     4     * 

The  word  "fool"  is  more  generally  used  now, 
probably,  than  ever  before,  because  there  are 
more  of  us.  The  best  modern  wisdom  fs 
streaked   with  folly. 


Who  wishes  to  see  the  culprit  punished?  One 
little  man  called  a  prosecuting  attorney,  who 
does  not  seem  to  have  had  much  experience 
around  court  houses. 
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I  rarely  read  doctor  books,  they  so  regularly 
insult  me  because  I  smoke. 

Every  little  community  has  its  prominent 
citizen  who  cuts  a  splurge,  and  builds  a  Big 
Brick  store.  Every  nation  has  a  prominent 
citizen  who  builds  a  Pyramid. 

Every  fool  demands  a  good  deal  of  flattery 
in  his  reading,  and  in  the  oratory  he  listens  to. 

Much  foreign  criticism  of  the  United  States 
is  undeserved.  The  incidents  criticized  are 
newspaper  stories,  and  did  not  happen. 

*  £    * 

What  is  the  thing  we  call  Common  Sense?  It 
is  prayer  practically  applied;  assistance  given 
hope. 

*  *    * 

The  devil  frequently  creeps  into  the  con- 
sciousness of  weak  people,  and  convinces  them 
they  are  saints. 

g   g   4 

It  has  been  frequently  said  life  is  a  joke. 
If  it  is,  the  joke  is  on  the  thief.  A  thief  never 
gets  along  as  well  as  an  honest  man. 

A  neighbor  of  mine  was  ill.  He  never  called 
a  doctor,  and  the  only  medicine  used  was 
thrown  into  the  yard  as  a  sample.  Still,  he 
recovered  about  as  soon  as  do  patients  of  the 
best  doctors. 
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My  general  attitude  about  good  advice  is  that 
everyone  should  give  it  to  himself,  and  become 
so  busy  taking  it  that  he  will  have  no  time  for 
outside  preaching. 

In  most  of  your  quarrels,  half  the  blame  is 
yours.  Accept  it,  make  a  settlement,  and  be 
more  careful  in  future. 

4%      A      A 
-^       -o-       •<o- 

All  my  life  I  have  been  cursed  with  enthu- 
siasm, and  with  fish-like  people  to  pour  water 
on  it. 

The  manner  in  which  women  stand  before  a 
glass,  and  prink,  and  prink,  hoping  to  coax 
beauty  and  loveliness  out  of  a  bow,  a  ribbon,  a 
dash  of  powder  or  perfumery,  is  one  of  the 
most  astonishing  things  I  know,  but  I  dare  not 
mention  it. 

When  a  woman  gets  a  man  down,  in  an  ali- 
mony wrestle,  I  should  say  it  is  the  business  of 
judges  to  see  she  does  not  beat  him  brutally 
and  beyond  all  reason. 

AAA 

There  is  a  type  of  man  who  should  live  at 
a  bachelor's  hotel,  and  never  have  a  woman 
about  him:  her  ways  are  sure  to  upset  him. 

£    A    A 

Every  man  has  a  weak  side  he  should  watch 
with  particular  care:  his  strong  side  will  take 
care  of  itself. 
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Much  of  the  time  I  do  not  know  what  I  am 
talking  about;  and  you  don't. 

9     9     9 

"I  am  lazy  today,"  a  man  writes  me;  "writing 
is  like   rowing." 

9     9    9 

I  am  in  favor  of  humdrum  peace;  of  having 
things  without  violence. 

I  suppose  I  am  an  odd  fish,  but  have  never 
wanted  to  marry  an  actress.  I  have  kept  no 
count,  but  probably  I  have  wanted  to  marry  a 
thousand  of  the  plain,  ordinary  girls  met  with 
in  plain,  ordinary  life. 

£    «    * 

The  old  sayings  we  quote  from  day  to  day 
represent  the  wisdom  of  thousands  of  years. 
The  old  books  in  your  house  are  mainly  rub- 
bish: some  one  has  squeezed  the  good  out  of 
them,  and  is  repeating  it  on  the  highways. 

€    *    * 

Make  new  efforts,  attempt  to  find  better 
ways,  certainly;  but  unless  you  have  the  best 
old  thought  as  a  basis,  you  will  fail.  A  new 
thought  is  dangerous  until  the  people  have  had 
a  chance  to  pick  at  it  a  hundred  years. 

*    £    £ 

Every  reasonably  smart  man  knows  he 
doesn't  know  much;  that  no  one  does.  The 
smartest  men  are  those  who  do  not  depend 
upon  themselves,  but  accept  what  a  great  many 
others  have  decided  is  true. 
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There  is  a  myth  that  men  devoted  to  religion 
are  honestly  mistaken.  How  can  they  be,  when 
they  help  make  it  up? 

•^     *     * 

A  critic  says  I  am  a  persistent  preacher  of 
the  importance  of  the  simple  lessons  of  life. 
He  who  would  preach  honestly  can  preach  no 
other  sermon.  The  big  preachers  of  politics, 
religion,  Socialism,  are  seven-tenths  disturbers 
with  words  and  sentences  beyond  their  subjects. 

£    £    * 
Complaint  is  made  that  there  are  more  edu- 
cated people  than  can  be  supported.    I  was  sure 
it  would  be  made. 

^=>-  *  * 

Don't  be  discouraged.  Fortify  yourself  with 
knowledge  of  your  trade,  and  of  life;  with  fair- 
ness, politeness,  industry,  thrift,  see  that  the 
neighbors  speak  well  of  you,  and  you  may  be 
the  next  dark  horse  to  win. 

*  *     * 

I  often  think  people  should  understand  each 
other  better;  God  knows  there  is  no  great  mys- 
tery about  us. 

9-9    9 

I  neglect  so  many  duties  I  think  I  should 
die  of  mortification  did  I  not  promise  to  per- 
form them  tomorrow. 

*  *     * 

When  Lincoln  had  great  armies  in  the  field 
to  get  rid  of  slavery,  I  suppose  fanatical  abo- 
litionists threatened  to  assassinate  him  because 
he  was  "doing  nothing." 
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Men  no  more  than  half  believe  in  Big  Ideas; 
and  half  the  time  their  big  ideas  are  stolen. 
•3-     -3^     -3^ 

I  believe  in  abuse  of  good  men;  otherwise 
they  would  become  unbearable.  But  should  we 
not  also  abuse  the  shiftless?  If  abuse  helps 
the  best  behaved  (and  it  does)  the  shiftless 
must  have  the  benefit  of  its  refining  influence. 

*  £     £ 

I  wish  I  knew  a  really  capable  man  able  to 
give  me  sound  advice.     How  I  need  it! 
9>    9    -S5 

I  believe  particularly  well-behaved  persons 
were  born  with  that  disposition:  that  they  do 
not  accomplish  good  behavior  with  high  re- 
solve. I  further  believe  that  particularly  well- 
behaved  persons  find  joy  in  their  good  conduct, 
because   it  shames   others. 

*  £    £ 

If  the  old  time  man  who  mistreated  women 
and  children  could  come  back  now,  how  he 
would  be  astonished! 

*  *    * 

Out  in  the  woods  I  found  a  wild  plum  tree. 
And  there  was  a  certain  exquisite  taste  to  the 
fruit  not  found  in  the  cultivated.  In  an  aban- 
doned house  yard  I  found  a  seedling  peach  tree. 
There  was  a  delicious  quality  in  the  fruit  I 
did  not  believe  possible  in  any  fruit. 
"     *     * 

Lately  the  devil  is  becoming  quite  an  author; 
indeed,  a  Best  Seller. 
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Better  be  safe  than  sorry. 

•35     -§5     -Ss 

The  people  are  so  smart  I  am  ashamed  to 
attempt  to  fool  them:  I  wonder  they  fool  them- 
selves as  frequently  as  they  do. 

The  natural  man  has  a  difficult  time  getting 
along  in  this  world;  half  the  people  think  he 
is  a  scoundrel  because  he  is  not  a  hypocrite. 

55     -Ss    -SS 
Every  man   is  a  good  democrat  while  com- 
pleting his  plans  to  become  an  autocrat. 

Some  women  exercise  influence  by  means  of 
gentle  womanliness;  others  by  making  a  speech, 
or  marching,  or  slashing  something.  No 
woman  can  successfully  combine  the  two;  she 
must  exercise  influence  one  way  or  the  other. 

*  *     * 

Probably  the  simple  facts  about  health  are 
that  all  of  us  form  bad  dietary  habits  when 
we  have  young  stomachs,  and  continue  in  them 
when  our  stomachs  show  the  natural  wear  of 
long  use.  Stomachs  weaken,  as  do  eyes;  but 
we  cannot  buy  spectacles  for  our  stomachs. 

*  A       A 

A  man  who  gets  fifty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  gets  four  thousand  of  it  for  his  work,  and 
the  balance  for  his  judgment. 

*  «     £ 

If  things  don't  look  right,  suspicion  is  a 
virtue. 
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Your  troubles  are  like  your  children;  you 
must  take  care  of  them,  and  keep  them  out  of 
other  people's  way. 

We  have  no  liberty  except  liberty  to  behave 
ourselves.     And  it  is  a  right  no  onte  questions, 
or  we  wouldn't  have  that. 
*    *    * 

Hanging  those  who  do  not  agree  with  us  is 
about  the  only  experiment  in  politics  we  have 
not  tried. 

£    «    £ 

I  once  hoped  I  had  saved  a  man;  but,  after 
acting  better  a  few  weeks  because  of  my 
preaching,  the   man  became  worse  than   ever. 

-o-      -^      -S- 

You  may  say  editors  and  orators  should  not 
fool  the  people  with  fine  writing  and  fine 
talk.  It  is  the  duty  of  editors  and  orators  to 
exaggerate  a  little,  and  our  duty  to  know  when 
they  are  exaggerating. 

What  I  write  I  offer  as  mere  suggestion; 
I  hope  no  one  will  accept  it  if  it  is  mis- 
chievous or  mistaken. 

£     £     £ 

Mean  as  the  devil  is,  he  never  takes  anything 
not  justly  coming  to  him.  But  he'll  take  that. 
£    £    * 

The  wide  popularity  of  the  joke  about  people 
sleeping  in  church  must  greatly  annoy 
preachers. 
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One  secret  has  been  kept  many  centuries: 
the  terrible  worthlessness  of  the  people  col- 
lectively. Bad  government  is  like  a  worthless 
young  man  whose  folks  are  rich  and  who  put 
up  money  to  hide  his  mistakes. 
£    £    £ 

We  all  have  faults  we  might  catch  ourselves 
in,  if  we  would  half  try. 

*  *    * 

Maybe  one  girl  in  fifty  has  two  men  to 
choose  between  in  selecting  a  husband,  but  I 
don't  believe  that  girl  ever  lived  who  had  her 
pick  of  three. 

*  £    * 

I  hate  to  have  a  man  slap  me  on  the  back; 
I  imagine  I  feel  about  it  as  a  woman  does 
when  a  strange  man  tries  to  hold  her  hand. 

£    £    £ 

Don't  imagine  a  fool  wants  wise  men  to 
instruct  him;  a  fool  wants  to  convert  sensiblo 
men  to  his  false  notions. 

*  *    * 

Men  not  only  admit  they  are  mean,  but  pass 
laws  for  their  punishment. 
■3^     -3^     *a- 

A  woman  will  work,  but  down  at  the  bottom 
of  her  heart  she  thinks  it  an  outrage  that  she 
has  to. 

*  £    * 

Every  year  the  politicians  make  so  much 
noise  that  I  think  at  last  the  people  have  been 
actually  aroused. 
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It  has  been  charged  that  I  exaggerate.  The 
charge  is  true,  but  all  modern  writing  is  cast 
in  that  mold:  if  I  did  not  exaggerate  to  com- 
bat exaggeration,  I  might  as  well  not  write 
at  all. 

I  do  not  care  to  "fool"  any  man.  When  he 
discovers  that  I  have  fooled  him,  he  will  do 
me  more  harm  than  my  cunning  did  me  good. 
£     £    * 

Probably  there  never  was  a  man  who  could 
not  be  successfully  sued  for  breach  of  promise. 

No  man  thinks  he  is  a  bore,  although  he 
knows  that  many  of  the  other  men  are. 

*  *       A 

If  a  man's  opinion  is  not  asked  in  five 
minutes,  he  will  break  in  with  it  anyhow. 

■©     9     -o- 
It  is  hard  to  convince  a  boy  that  during  his 
idle  time  he  should  read  good  books. 

Ill 

A  man  who  behaves  himself,  and  is  indus- 
trious, can  get  along  with  mighty  little  genius. 

*  £     * 

Occasionally   I   hear  a   mean   thing   that   has 
been  said  about  me  behind  my  back.     And,  as 
a  rule,  there  is  something  to  it. 
£    £    £ 

Avoid  half  a  dozen  common  mistakes,  and 
you  are  safe. 
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I  suppose  men  who  swear  become  tired  of 
the  old  oaths,  as  not  completely  expressing 
their  indignation. 

*  *    * 

If  you  are  elderly,   Watch  Out  at  a  dining 
table  as  you  do  at  a  railroad  crossing. 
Ill 

There  is  no  form  of  social  service  equal  to 
behaving;  to  relieving  the  world  of  a  fool,  and 
blessing  it  with  a  useful  man. 

A       *       * 

-s>-        -s>-        -o- 

What  is  the  magic  of  combining  words?  I 
do  not  know,  of  course,  or  I  would  use  it. 

*  *    £ 

When  I  avoid  a  natural  ill  by  caution,  or 
as  a  result  of  experience,  I  know  I  have  accom- 
plished a  commendable  and  good  result. 

*  £    £ 

After  a  man  gets  about  so  rich,  he  no  longer 
belongs  to  that  worthy  body  known  as  The 
People. 

£    *    * 

I  rarely  like  a  man  who  is  able  to  quote 
a  great  deal  of  poetry  from  memory. 

*  £     £ 

I  am  afraid  to  call  a  woman's  bluff,  although 
I  usually  know  what  she  has  in  her  hand. 

£    *    £ 

Justice  is  not  a  thing  that  you  alone  lack; 
others  lack  it  because  of  the  injustice  you 
practice. 
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We  all  do  a  great  deal  of  grumbling;  and 
there  is  usually  something  back  of  it. 

'Q-  'O-  ^ 

Why  does  a  woman  wish  to  henpeck  a  man? 
By  so  doing  she  injures  herself  as  well  as  her 
husband. 

We  hear  much  of  the  manner  in  which  rough 
men    offend    gentle    women.      Possibly    it    has 
never  occurred  to  such  women  that  their  per- 
fection frequently  distresses  rough  men. 
£    £    *% 

How  timid  newspaper  news  compared  with 
private  gossip!  The  juiciest  scandals  in  my 
town  have  never  attracted  a  line  in  the  news- 
papers, although  the  people  have  talked  about 
them  for  years. 

9    9    9 

We  insist  on  liberty  of  the  press,  and  must 
therefore  accept  its  occasional  blunders  with 
its  many  blessings. 

*  *    * 

How  much  time  everyone  wastes  in  love 
affairs!  And  what  does  the  balance  sheet 
finally  show?  Does  the  credit  side  show  a 
profit?  I  have  made  no  figures  in  my  own 
case;  perhaps  you  had  better  not  attempt  it, 
either. 

*  *    £ 

There  is  no  actual  lure  to  induce  men  to  pay 
twelve  dollars  a  quart  for  vile  whisky  they 
know  will  probably  poison  them;  it  is  plain 
worthlessness. 
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Helping    the    oppressed    and    unfortunate    is 
easy;   helping  the  shiftless  is  impossible. 

Don't  be  mean  to  the  fool;   put  a  penny  in 
his  cup,  as  you  do  for  the  blind  beggar. 

AAA 

-V3-  T^-  "Q- 

No  man  ever  enjoyed  the  pure  joys  of  living 
without    having   some    sort    of   success    to    his    \ 
credit.     Of  all  the  games  worth  a  candle,  suc- 
cess is  first. 

AAA 

It    will   be    necessary   in    time   to    come    for 
conservatives  to  control  the  radicals,  who  want    j 
to  eat  not  only  the  nest  eggs,  but  the  setting    ] 
hens,  and  the  addled  eggs  under  them. 

AAA 

The  greatest  nuisance  connected  with  war  is    |f 
the  bragging  of  soldiers  after  their  return. 

f    *    f 

Sex  is   the  greatest   thing  in   the  world:    it  i! 

receives    more    attention    than    any    other    ten  i 

subjects.    Yet  we  argue  that  we  must  not  think  Jt 

of   it   at   all;    that   really   good   persons   think  I 
of  heaven  instead. 

■^     *    -^ 

If  you  have  a  friend  who  is  agreeable,  and  i 

disposed  to  be  partial  to  you,  appreciate  him,  f 

and  run  no  risk  of  losing  him.     Most  men  are  I 

disposed   to  believe  they  have  lots  of  friends.  1 
Probably  they  are  only  acquaintances. 

Wit  that  is  kindly  is  not  very  witty. 
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Everything  in  life  is  a  scandal:   those  there 
is  least  "on"  get  along  best. 
£    €    & 

Nearly  all  old  men  are  stingy.  They  were 
compelled  to  save  when  they  were  young,  and, 
when  better  off,  cannot  overcome  the  habit. 

A  crooked  man  nearly  always  turns  state's 
evidence.     Don't  deal  with  him. 
*    «    £ 

How  uninteresting  men  are!  No  wonder  the 
women  tire  of  us. 

AAA 

Say  a  man's  name  is  Joseph  Montgomery 
Smith,  and  is  generally  called  "Joe."  When 
he  marries,  his  wife  will  inevitably  call  him 
"Montgomery." 

9    9    9 

There  are  several  serious  objections  to  the 
New  Woman,  but  one  is  enough:  she  is  not  as 
good  as  the  old-fashioned  kind,  or  as  natural, 
womanly,  useful  or  popular.  The  greatest 
thing  in  the  world  for  men  is  to  have  agree- 
able women  folks,  and  the  more  "Suffrage" 
spreads,  the  greater  the  number  of  men  who 
will  lack  them. 

£    £    « 

There  is  a  bit  of  poetry  intimating  that  we 
do  not  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us.  I  cannot 
speak  for  others,  but  if  others  did  not  give  me 
more  credit  than  I  am  entitled  to,  I  would  be 
in  jail. 
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I  am  a  ranting  Equal  Suffragist;  I  clamor 
for  men  to  have  as  many  rights  as  women. 

*  £    * 

Can  one  be  a  gentleman,  and  frankly  say  he 
doesn't  like  some  of  the  proposals  made  by 
fools? 

-Si      *      * 

The  average  man  believes  time  will  vindi- 
cate him.  The  truth  is,  time  will  play  its  end- 
less pranks  without  taking  much  note  of  him. 

*  *    * 

Love  affairs  have  always  greatly  interested 
me,  but  I  do  not  greatly  care  for  them  in  books 
or  moving  pictures.     In  a  love  affair  I  wish  to 
be  the  hero,  with  no  audience  present. 
4£     -Ss     -55 

There  are  thousands  of  men  in  the  country 
who  say  they  are  willing  to  die  for  the  people; 
and  I'm  sorry  some  of  them  do  not  do  it. 
Living,  they  make  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
trouble. 

*  £    * 

When  a  fantastically  dressed  man  rides  up 
and  down  the  street  in  an  open  carriage,  and 
invites  you  to  hear  him  lecture  on  the  corner, 
remember  that  he  didn't  go  to  all  that  trouble 
to  amuse  you. 

*  £    * 

People  in  big  cities  would  behave  better  if 
they  knew  each  other  as  well  as  do  country 
town  people.  In  a  country  town,  a  man  hears 
gossip  about  his  sin  when  coming  home 
from  it. 
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The  Devil's  first  idea  was  to  be  an  angel. 

No  one  knows  enough  to  warrant  conceit. 
£    £    £ 

A  Pessimist  is  foolish  one  way,  and  an 
Optimist  is  foolish  the  other. 

*  £     £ 

A  favorite  word  is  Radical.  I  never  knew 
an  extremist  who  did  not  call  himself  one. 
If,  by  common  consent,  there  are  four  quarts 
in  a  gallon,  it  does  no  good  for  a  radical  to 
insist  that  there  are,  or  should  be,  five. 

AAA 

■^     -*»-     -»- 

Honesty  not  only  means  that  the  other  fel- 
low should  be  square  with  you;  it  also  means 
that  you  should  be  fair  with  the  other  fellow. 

*  *    £ 

You  may  talk  all  you  please  about  patriotism, 
and  religion,  but  a  right  good  love  affair  moves 
a  man  more  than  anything  else. 

The  big  chiefs  hold  too  many  pow-wows,  and 
recommend  too  many  things  That  is  the 
trouble  with  appointing  a  man  a  chief,  giving 
him  a  big  salary,  and  nothing  to  do  except  talk 
things  over. 

*  *    * 

What  we  need  is  not  a  new  political  party, 
since  one  is  not  better  than  another.  The 
remedy  is  to  scare  the  present  party  leaders 
into  more  honesty  and  economy. 
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Common  men  combined  accomplish  the  great 
results,  and  impudent  genuises  claim  the  credit. 

*  *    * 

There  must  be  poverty  to  punish  the  shift- 
less and  encourage  industry. 

A  woman  may  hire  the  most  expert  dress- 
maker, but  if  she  lack  taste  herself,  the  result 
will  be  bad.  Experts  do  not  agree;  they  must 
be  helped  by  their  customers. 

A  man  suddenly  becomes  mighty  polite  and 
considerate  for  the  public  when  an  opposition 
business  is  started  in  his  town. 

Young  people  hard  to  manage,  who  won't 
work,  or  go  to  school,  are  really  half-witted. 
Good  blood  should  not  be  mixed  with  their  bad 
blood. 

*  *     # 

If  abuse   seriously  injured   people,  all  of  us 
would  have  been  down  and  out  long  ago. 
£    *    £ 

I  have  noticed  that  an  old  soldier  who  has 
seen  a  good  deal  of  real  fighting,  and  lost  an 
arm,  or  a  leg,  or  an  eye,  can  usually  be  con- 
vinced that  peace  is  a  good  thing. 

*  *    * 

I  like  the  heaven  idea,  because  everyone  will 
love  me  there:  my  friends  will  not  say:  "I 
approve  of  what  you  say,  in  the  main,  but " 
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If  a  book  agent  didn't  butt  in,  he'd  never 
get  in. 

*  *    * 

When  behaving  myself,  I  am  rarely  repri- 
manded by  policemen,  neighbors,  or  news- 
papers. And  when  I  am  punished,  I  am  usually 
guilty. 

£    £     * 

The  devil  is  meaner  than  I  think  he  is  if 
he  paves  hell  with  good  intentions.  A  good 
intention,  however  mistaken  it  may  be,  is 
entitled  to  some  respect. 

*  *    € 

A  verdict  of  "not  guilty"  is  not  a  victory; 
victory  is  not  being  accused. 

*  *    * 

The  world  is  full  of  dull  pigs  preaching  to 
foxes. 

AAA 

I'll  not  combat  selfishness.  I'm  selfish,  and 
never  knew  a  man  who  wasn't. 

A  reasonable  probability  is  the  only  cer- 
tainty. 

*  *    * 

A  man  can't  half  work,  and  half  play.  He 
must  either  be  a  hard  worker  and  a  success, 
or  a  poor  worker  and  a  failure. 

When  a  man  throws  a  thing  away,  he  usually 
throws  it  where  it  will  annoy  others  as  much 
as  possible. 
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a  good  scare  is  worm  more  to  a  man  than 
good  advice. 

*  *    £ 

I  often  say,  "They  can't  fool  me."  But  they 
often  do. 

Just  how  dull  and  dishonest  are  the  people? 
I  am  one  of  them,  and  have  often  thought  of 
the  question. 

*  *    * 

Don't  walk  the  floor  over  politics;  let  the 
candidates  do  it. 

If  I  have  good  luck,  I  divide  it,  but  all  bad 
luck  I  am  compelled  to  absorb  alone. 
£    &    £ 

I  have  not  much  confidence  in  exposures  of 
prison  management.  If  prisoners  were  as  badly 
treated  as  the  newspapers  represent,  men 
would  not  survive  to  serve  four  or  five  long 
terms  in  prison,  as  they  frequently  do. 

*  £     * 

I  find  French  stories  particularly  engaging. 
Possibly  one  reason  is  the  euphony  of  "Mon- 
sieur"; it  is  much  more  agreeable  than  our 
word  "Mister." 

£    £    £ 

Half  the  promises  people  say  were  never 
kept,  were  never  made. 

*  *    £ 

Radicalism  is  expected  of  everyone  who 
scribbles. 
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In  seeking  ''vision,"  occasionally  look  back- 
ward, as  well  as  forward;  the  past  is  a  pretty 
good  history  of  the  'future. 

AAA 

"Q-  "S>-  -Q- 

The  most  agreeable  people  I  know  are  those 
who  have  had  enough  bad  luck  to  keep  them 
reasonably  modest. 

£    £    * 

Many  people  are  covered  with  a  thin  veneer 
of  respectability  who  might  be  genuine  all  the 
way  through. 

*  *    « 

There  is  something  in  tlfe  red  of  a  raspberry 
pie  that  looks  as  good  to  a  man  as  the  red  in 
a  sheep  looks  to  a  wolf. 

*  *    * 

Government  is  the  big  profiteer;  instead  of 
its  regulating  us,  we  should  regulate  it. 

When  we  go  to  war  we  want  a  general  who 
can  rout  the  enemy  without  losing  a  single 
man;  but  there  is  no  such  general. 

*  *    * 

It  costs  taxpayers  a  lot  of  money  to  create 
Great  Men,  and  then  send  them  back  to 
obscurity. 

£    *    £ 
Some   day   I  intend  to  burn  half  my  books 
and  forget  half  that  the  others  contain. 
£    £    * 
Idealism  gets  people  in  trouble;  materialism 
gets  them  out. 
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Everyone  seems  to  be  slowly  gaining  prac- 
tical knowledge  except  writers:  they  still  be- 
lieve criticism  is  the  greatest  profession. 

*  *     * 

There  is  little  naturalism  in  literature;  little 
else  in  real  life.  There  is  actually  no  sense  in 
half  the  things  literary  men  write  about. 

«    *    £ 

You  should  believe  so  firmly  in  doing  right 
that  you  will  consent  to  be  imposed  on  a  little, 
to  give  the  other  man  full  measure. 

The  most  patient  man  is  entitled  to  grumble 
about  some  things. 

It  isn't  sissy  men  who  help  women  most,  but 
rough,  capable  ones  who  can  be  caught  and 
trained. 

*  £    * 

There  are  some  men  so  capable  that  other 
men  are  a  little  ashamed  because  they  amount 
to  less.  But  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the 
great  men,  and  their  women  neighbors,  find 
as  much  fault  with  them  as  an  Indian  woman 
finds  with  her  loafer  husband. 
£     *    £ 

What  people  say  behind  your  back  is  your 
standing  in  the  community  in  which  you  live. 

^     £    £ 

Most  men  are  liars;  but  a  few  are  discover- 
ing that  the  habit  is  foolish  and  damaging, 
and  lie  as  little  as  possible. 
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Watch  all  classes  of  shouting  men. 

When  a  man  tries  himself,  the  verdict  is 
usually  in  his  favor. 

*  *    * 

Although  every  man  is  constantly  giving 
advice,  make  a  suggestion  to  him,  and  he  will 
take  it  as  an  offense:  he  cannot  understand 
why  a  dull  person  like  you  shculd  advise  a 
bright  man  such  as  he  is. 

Our  pretty  notions   are   not   all   of  life:    we  . 
must  attend  to  ugly  facts,  and  make  them  less 
ugly. 

£    £    £ 

A  man  likes  marvelous  things;  so  he  invents 
them,  and  is  astonished. 

*  £    * 

The  big  successes  are  recorded  in  the  news- 
papers with  scare-heads;  the  failures  are  so 
much  more  numerous  that  they  appear  only 
in  the  length  of  the  bread  line. 

*  *     4 

When  you  are  not  getting  along  very  well, 
behave  a  little  better  than  you  have  been  be- 
having, and  a  way  out  will  usually  present 
itself. 

*  £     * 

We  are  not  sensible  about  other  things,  and 
will  never  be  about  religion.  We  love  to  lean 
on  things,  and  it  is  natural  that  many  lean 
on  God. 
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Honesty  and  industry  are  the'  two  human 
things  the  people  can  make  progress  and  profit 
with.  In  the  end,  only  good  men  become 
heroes;  only  good  measures  finally  become 
popular. 

*  *    * 

I  have  seen  beautiful  cemeteries.  But  it  is 
a  form  of  beauty  I  do  not  care  for. 

*  *    * 

Hell  persists  largely  because  men  wish  such 
torment  for  their  enemies.  Every  man  believes 
he  is  less  guilty  than  others,  and  that  there 
should  be  a  special  place  for  his  entertainment 
after  he  is  finally  rid  of  the  scoundrels  he  has 
known.     Hence  we  have  heaven. 

*  «    « 

If  a  man  hates  women,  it  is  because  they 
do  not  care  for  him. 

*  £    £ 

When  the  nigger  in  the  wood  pile  is  dragged 
out,  it  may  be  he  cannot  be  convicted  of 
chicken  stealing,  but  usually  there  will  always 
be  a  suspicion  that  he  is  not  a  good  nigger. 

*  *    * 

War  is  so  wicked,  so  unnecessary,  so  foolish, 
that  I  rather  believe  the  people  should  be 
punished  for  submitting  to  it. 

*  *    * 

The  average  girl  brought  up  in  a  religious 
family  has  the  same  fierce  desire  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary that  a  boy  has  to  go  out  west,  and 
fight  Indians. 
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The  man  who  expects  something  for  nothing 
has  a  little  bandit  blood  in  his  veins. 
£    *-    * 

Feel  ashamed  of  all  your  misdeeds;  not  only 
of  those  the  people  have  found  out. 

AAA 

I  think  someone  annoys  me  every  day  by  tell- 
ing of  a  good  book  I  should  read. 

*  *    « 

I  am  in  favor  of  humdrum  peace,  and  of 
learning  things  without  violence. 

How  few  are  the  penitentiaries  and  jails, 
which  represent  the  punishments,  contrasted 
with  other  buildings,  representing  the  rewards! 
Life  is  worth  living  if  it  is  lived  well. 

*  *    * 

The  "good  fellow"  of  whom  it  is  said,  "He 
is  his  own  worst  enemy,"  doesn't  appeal  to  me. 
The  man  who  is  his  own  best  friend  is  the  one 
to  bet  on. 

£    £    * 

Thousands  of  ordinary  men  are  usually  en- 
titled to  the  credit  a  famous  man  receives. 
£    £    * 

It  is  not  alone  from  the  schools,  colleges  and 
universities  that  knowledge  can  be  had.  Almost 
everyone  has  a  little  of  it.  From  our  asso- 
ciates we  get  scraps  of  information,  ways  of 
getting  things  done,  fragments  of  the  knowl- 
edge that  the  race  has  been  accumulating  since 
ft  first  began  to  function. 
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The  first  business  of  everyone  is  to  get 
along.  If  he  does  not,  after  years  of  effort, 
there  is  usually  something  wrong  with  him; 
and  usually  he  may  correct  the  faults  which 
have  made  him  a  failure. 

*  *    * 

After  a  man  has  worked  and  saved  a  long 
time,  he  has  a  natural  dread  of  extravagance 
and  waste  he  cannot  overcome. 
9     9  ■   9 

Being  denied  the  joys  of  genius,  a  common 
man  often  practices  dull,  reliable  habits,  and 
attracts  quite  a  favorable  obituary  at  death. 

*  #    £ 

The    thing    that    distinguishes    this    country 
over  any  other  is  that  a  greater  percentage  of 
its  poor  may  become  well-to-do  or  distinguished. 
£    &    4> 

■^       -a-       -o- 

The  great  question  is  not  exact  justice,  but 
the  nearest  we  can  obtain.  There  has  never 
been  exact  justice,  and  never  will  be.  What 
I  demand  is  that  I  suffer  no  more  injustice 
than  others. 

*  *    * 

This  Modern  Efficiency  you  are  hearing 
about  is  the  same  old  Hard  Work  your  grand- 
father dreaded. 

*  #     £ 

A  man  of  sense  does  not  require  a  policeman 
at  his  elbow  constantly;  a  sensible  man  is  his 
own  policeman,  and  knows  it  doesn't  pay  to 
violate  the  ordinances. 
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If  a  man  is  more  practical  than  a  woman, 
it  is  because  people  talk  plainer  to  him. 

*  *    * 

Seven  out  of  ten  men  seem  to  think  that 
the  way  to  get  rich  is  to  fool  somebody. 
Whereas  men  of  real  sense  know  that  the  best 
way  to  get  along  is  not  to  fool  anybody. 

£  -*    * 

One  statesman,  in  his  ambition  to  become 
governor,  United  States  senator,  or  president, 
and  a  "national  figure,"  may  cause  more 
trouble  than  a  hundred  plain  business  men. 

*  *    * 

I  sometimes  think  the  wise  thing  in  handling 
mistakes  is  not  to  expect  to  be  entirely  rid 
of  them,  but  to  reduce  their  ferocity  and 
number. 

9     -9     -9 

Half  the  things  we  abuse,  we  really  admire. 
We  all  abuse  capitalists,  yet  everyone  proves 
his  respect  for  capitalists  by  trying  to  become 
one.  You  can't  get  away  from  evidence  like 
that. 

£    *     * 

A  man  who  claims  to  have  higher  ideals 
can  usually  bluff  a  worker.  The  worker  is 
ashamed  of  being  busy,  although  that  is  about 
the  only  thing  a  man  has  a  right  to  be  proud  of. 

*  #     * 

After  a  man  has  settled  down  to  a  quiet 
married  life  four  or  five  years,  a  rapid  pace 
a  few  nights  would  kill  him. 
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Women  don't  kiss  each  other  as  much  as 
they  used  to.  Nor  do  they  kiss  the  men  more; 
they  seem  to  be  learning  to  get  along  with- 
out it. 

*  *    * 

People  often  say:  "So  many  troubles  are 
imaginary."    Yes,  and  so  many  of  them  are  not. 

•^     *     * 
Men  are  always  trying  to  kill  two  birds  with 
one  stone.     They  will  do  well  if  they  get  one. 

*  *    * 

Why  is  there  so  much  indignation  here  lately 
because  people  don't  behave?    They  never  did. 

I  never  believe  stories  floated  to  me  on  a 
whisky  breath. 

■©     ■©     -Ss 

When  you  shake  hands  with  a  little  man, 
he  nearly  always  gives  you  a  very  hard  grip, 
to  show  that  while  he  is  small,  he  has  great 
physical  strength. 

-o-       -^        -^ 

The  neighbors  are  mad  at  a  woman  about 
half  the  time  because  she  does  not  whip  her 
children  more. 

*  *    * 

It  is  unfair  to  give  any  one  man  credit  for 
that  which  belongs  to  a  race;  to  an  age. 
£    *    # 

I  don't  believe  there  ever  was  a  girl  who 
married  a  man  she  disliked  to  please  her 
parents. 


SINNER  SERMONS  33 

All  women  claim  proposals  on  bended  knees. 
Most  men  say  they  never  proposed  at  all;  that 
somehow,  before  they  knew  it,  they  were 
engaged. 

&>    9    9 

If  you  tell  a  good  story,  its  narration  will 
remind  your  hearers  of  a  bad  one. 

*  *     * 

A  fried  egg  ages  more  rapidly  in  looks  than 
anything  I  know  of;  an  egg  fried  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  left  over  at  breakfast,  looks  a  thousand 
years  old  in  an  hour. 

AAA 

The  necessities  of  life  are  inexpensive:  it  is 
the  extra  frills  that  cost  money. 

*  *    £ 

No  one  seems  to  be  very  liberal:  don't  you 
know  a  stingy  story  on  nearly  all  your  ac- 
quaintances? 

*  *       * 

"^       *o^        -Q~- 

When  a  man  works  hard  and  establishes  a 
good  business,  a  couple  of  men  settle  down 
beside  him,  and  imitate  whatever  he  does.  And 
sometimes  the  imitation  is  better  than  the 
original. 

AAA 

In  marriage,  unless  both  sides  do  fairly  well, 
there  will  be  trouble. 

A  fool  will  not  only  pay  for  a  "cure"  that 
does  him  no  good,  but  will  write  a  testimonial 
to  the  effect  that  he  was  cured. 
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Half  the  world  does  not  know  how  the  other 
half  lives,  but  is  trying  to  find  out. 
£    £    £ 

If  you  achieve  success,  you  must  pass  the 
slow  men. 

Occasionally  I  look  at  a  man's  ears,  and  it 
seems  to  me  I  have  never  seen  anything  so 
funny  or  ridiculous.  In  the  same  way  I  occa- 
sionally encounter  a  word  in  common  use  that 
looks  so  odd  I  am  almost  willing  to  believe  I 
have  never  before  seen  anything  like  it. 

9     -^     -5? 

Those  who  are  temporarily  out  of  it,  can  give 
love  some  mighty  hard  slams. 

AAA 

There  will  always  be  plenty  of  trouble  in 
the  world;  but,  whenever  possible,  let  others 
have  it. 

*  £    # 

Good  Manners  is  a  better  term  than  Good 
Morals.  Many  a  man  shows  bad  manners  in 
advocating  good  morals. 

£    #    # 

When  a  troublesome  person  is  finally  out  of 
the  way,  it  is  possible  to  celebrate  with  funeral 
flowers. 

*  *     * 

Every  man  is  anxious  for  fairness  for  him- 
self that  he  is  finally  disposed  to  grant  it, 
though  reluctantly,  to  others. 
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Most  of  the  opinions  you  hear  are  wails. 
When  a  man  talks,  he  is  usually  representing 
his  prejudice,  or  his  individual  trouble.  Very 
few  people  condemn  a  thing  because  it  is 
wrong,  or  praise  it  because  it  is  right. 
£    £    £ 

Most  men  are  too  much  disposed  to  say, 
"There  is  a  good  deal  in  it,"  when  there  is 
nothing  in  it. 

I  do  not  believe  men  can  be  greatly  bene- 
fited at  wholesale  by  conventions  or  resolu- 
tions. 

&    &    4 

No  scheme  pays  as  well  as  legitimate  busi- 
ness. 

Every  time  you  repeat  a  bad  story  you  know 
little  about,  it's  a  pity  you  cannot  be  cross- 
examined  for  the  defense. 

*    *    * 

When  a  woman  says  to  her  husband:  "Tom, 
I  wish  to  have  a  candid  talk  with  you,"  he 
knows  it  is  not  her  faults  she  wishes  to  dis- 
cuss. 

£    £    * 

Is  advertising  capable  of  pulling  as  hard  as 
agents? 

£    *    * 

A  hair  restorative  is  advertised  that  will 
make  hair  grow  on  bald  heads  in  one  night. 
One  that  will  make  hair  grow  in  a  year,  is 
ho?e  enough. 
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There  is  at  least  enough  in  love  to  keep 
everybody  hopeful  about  it. 

*  *    * 

If  a  woman  doesn't  chase  a  man  a  little,  she 
doesn't  love  him. 

9     9     9 
Good   conduct   does   not   pay   as   well   as  the 
good  books  say  it  does.     But  you  may  depend 
on  this:   it  pays  better  than  bad  conduct. 
£    *    * 
Nothing    is    true    that    cannot    demonstrate 
itself. 

^js    9    9 

A  great  many  victims  of  laziness  pose  as 
victims  of  hard  times. 

*  *    * 

A  mob   is  powerful  not  because  it  is  right, 
but  because  people  are  afraid  of  it. 
£    £    £ 

A    really    dangerous    man    usually    tries    to 
avoid  trouble;  he  has  been  in  before,  and  knows 
that  trouble  is  disagreeable. 
£    £    £ 

If  a  man  has  money,  it  is  a  sign  he  knows 
how  to  take  care  of  it.  Don't  imagine  his 
money  is  easy  to  get  because  he  has  plenty 
of  it. 

*  *    * 

Our  greatest  ill  is  trying  complicated  reme- 
dies that  won't  work,  and  neglecting  simple 
remedies  we  know  will  work. 
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I  often  wonder  if  I  have  good  advisers,  and 
spurn  their  suggestions. 

*  *    * 

Little  jobs  carefully  tended  have  a  habit  cff 
growing. 

£    £    £ 

We  are  all  equal  in  opportunity  to  behave 
well,  and  thus  succeed  in  life  in  some  measure; 
and  there  are  so  many  rewards  for  good  con- 
duct that  the  humblest  need  not  go  hungry 
or  lack  respect. 

*  *    £ 

The  most  modest  of  us  may  go  far  without 
the  advice  of  Goethe,  Plato  or  Aristotle,  who 
only  knew  a  little  better  the  things  everybody 
knows. 

*  *     * 

Not  one-tenth  the  talking  or  writing  that 
goes  on  is  decently  fair. 

There  is  a  certain  type  of  quiet,  worthy  man 
that  any  woman  can  catch  and  marry,  if  she 
takes  after  him. 

Gentlemen  talk  of  government  by  the  people, 
for  the  people,  etc.  There  never  was  any  such 
government;  that  was  one  of  Abe  Lincoln's 
jokes. 

*  £    * 

You  can't  get  anything  done  unless  you  do 
it  yourself.  And  usually  you  can't  do  it  your- 
self very  well. 
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Anyone  can  make  a  success  of  modesty;  only 
a  few  succeed  with  impudence. 
•S-    -S^    .* 

When  a  man  is  uneasy  himself,  he  asks 
everybody  else  to  have  confidence. 

What  a  fool  a  man  can  be  when  he  tries  his 
best  to  be  wise! 

*  *    * 

The  saying,  "0,  we  all  make  mistakes,"  is 
often  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  too  many. 

*  *    * 

Rich  and  poor,  great  and  humble,  all  com- 
plain that  they  are  unable  to  control  their 
children. 

£    *    * 

The  more  smoothly  and  delightfully  a  master 
plays  the  violin,  the  more  he  slaved  to  learn 
his   trade. 

*  *    * 

Very  often  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  best 
thing  to  do,  and  no  one  can  tell  me:  I  must 
take  a  risk. 

*  *    * 

A  school  teacher  probably  never  enjoys  any- 
thing she  reads,  she  is  so  intently  looking  for 
errors. 

*  *    * 

As  a  rule,  a  man  does  not  need  a  state  or 
national  law  to  keep  him  straight;  his  com- 
petitors and  patrons  usually  attend  to  that. 
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Hell  disappeared  long  ago,  except  as  mem- 
bers of  the  human  family  raise  it. 

AAA 

Unless  a  man  amounts  to  a  good   deal,  he 
shouldn't  say  he  has  done  his  best. 
£    £    * 
What  contempt  an  idle  man's  women  folks 
have  for  him! 

£    £    * 
Every  man  I  ever  knew  had  ambition,  but 
only  a  few  had  application  with  it. 

*  *    * 

Frequently  you  do  not  know,  but  you  might 
find  out  oftener  than  you  do. 

9    9-9 

People  never  fail  to  appreciate  goodness;  but 
you  can't  fool  them  with  bogus  goodness. 

*  *    * 

The  wonder  grows  every  day  how  many 
mean  things  a  man  can  keep  covered  up,  and 
still  look  innocent. 

9    9    9 
So  many  things  happen  every  day  to  make 
a  man  humble  that  the  wonder  grows  that  any- 
one can  be  proud. 

£    4t    £ 
No  wonder  the  teacher  knows  so  much:   she 
has  the  book. 

£    *    * 
Mean    husbands     and     fathers     are     not    as 
common  as  they  used  to  be;  civilization  bluffs 
the  mean  man  more  and  more  every  year. 
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One  reason  some  actors  change  their  names 
is  that  their  acting  is  so  bad  they  don't  want 
people  to  know  who  they  are. 

*  *    £ 

A  rich  man  usually  has  poor  kin  to  keep 
him  humble. 

9    9    9 

The  wages  of  sin  are  paid  by  the  women: 
the  men  owe  it. 

*  *    * 

This  is  the  year  you  expected  so  much  of  last 
year. 

A  man  who  suspects  nothing  has  no  intui- 
tion. 

The  old-fashioned  way  of  doing  things  must 
be  improved  upon  slowly;  it  takes  thousands 
of  years  to  make  much  of  a  change. 

*  *    * 

Hidden  away  in  every  breast  is  the  instinct 
of  a  slave;  the  instinct  to  cringe  before  power, 
and  bend  the  knee  to  it. 

9    9    9 

In  modern  times,  the  Convention  is  be- 
coming almost  as  disturbing  as  the  Revolution 
of  olden  times. 

*  *     * 

The  most  terrible  thing  that  can  happen  to 
a  man  is  for  a  woman  to  utter  a  scream,  and 
charge  that  he  has  insulted  her. 
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When  a   man  says  money  can  do  anything, 
that  settles  it:   he  hasn't  any. 


A  nation  is  civilized  when  it  has  public  senti- 
ment strong  enough  to  make  its  own  outlaws 
behave. 

£    *    £ 

It  takes  my  son  a  long  time  to  tell  what  he 
intends  to  do;  but  I  can  soon  tell  wrhat  I  have 
done. 

*  £    £ 

If  a  loafer  is  not  a  nuisance  to  you,  it  is  a 
sign  that  you  are  somewhat  of  a  loafer  your- 
self. 

£    £    £ 

Because  a  man  is  a  good  wrriter,  and  talks 
well  in  public,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  is  a 
man  of  experience,  goodness  and  fairness,  and 
capable  of  being  a  teacher. 

*  *    * 

The  oftener  you  say  "No,"  the  better  you'll 
get  along. 

*  *     * 

If  a  man  show's  a  disposition  to  provide  for 
his  old  age,  don't  discourage  him  by  saying  he 
is  stingy. 

AAA 

The  average  man's  judgment  is  so  poor  he 
runs  a  risk  every  time  he  uses  it. 

AAA 

As  you  become  older,  gradually  accustom 
yourself  to  neglect. 
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Every  man  knows  better  than  he  hopes. 

*  ■©     -S^ 

As  soon  as  a  man  acquires  fairly  good  sense, 
it  is  said  he  is  an  old  fogy. 
■S^     *     * 
In  public  affairs,  the  old  system  of  the  bar- 
barians persists:  the  chiefs  win,  and  the  people 
lose. 

9     *9    "9 

When  a  man  is  through,  it  is  a  blessing  if 
death  soon  follows  his  mental  and  physical  col- 
lapse. A  few  words  of  pity  in  an  obituary,  new 
men  take  his  place,  and  the  world  proceeds 
with  its  appointed  tasks. 

*  *    * 

Who  is  setting  fire  to  the  world  for  the 
chance  of  loot  and  excitement?  It  is  not  the 
ordinary  people  who  work  patiently  at  ap- 
pointed and  respectable  tasks,  since  all  such 
are  vitally  interested  in  economy,  order,  de- 
cency and  industry.  The  culprits  are  the 
Soldiers  of  Fortune,  advocates  of  isms  of 
various  kinds  we  can  get  along  without. 

AAA 

■S-  "v>-  ->0- 

I  never  pay  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  what 
a  man  says;  it  is  what  he  does  that  interests 
me. 

*  £    £ 

The  startling  manner  in  which  a  woman 
fades  as  soon  as  she  marries,  and  the  equally 
startling  manner  in  which  she  recovers  as  a 
widow,  has  always  greatly  impressed  men. 
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I  say  I  do  the  best  I  can.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  does  any  man  do  that? 

*  *    £ 
Americans  don't  think;   they  talk,  read. 

*  *    * 

The  great  calamities  in  history  have  been 
due  to  contests  over  the  taxing  privilege. 

■Q-  "S3-  -^ 

Captain  Kidd  is  on  my  list  of  famous  men. 
The  world  talked  about  his  atrocities,  and  I 
could  not  help  hearing  them. 

*  «    * 

Do  the  market  men  charge  too  much  for 
meat?  All  I  actually  know  about  it  is  in  our 
town  a  man  started  to  sell  meat  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  the  sheriff  closed  his  shop  yester- 
day. 

What  the  world  gives  a  man  is  a  chance  to 
prosper,  not  prosperity. 

*  £    * 

When  married  women  say  they  need  more 
love,  what  they  really  mean  is  they  need  more 
money. 

*  £    * 

If  you  are  careful  of  your  conduct,  and  of 
your  health,  you  have  cheated  the  devil.  It  is 
the  only  cheating  that  is  fair. 

AAA 

-^      -^      "o-' 

When  a  man  quits  abusing  his  rival,  it  is 
a  sign  he  has  his  rival  down. 
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Nine-tenths  of  the  devilment  that  goes  on  is 
traceable  to  men  who  stand  on  the  street  and 
"talk"  while  more  worthy  men  are  at  work. 

*  «    £ 

We  all  know  a  little,  if  the  world  will  be 
patient  until  we  get  to  it. 

In  business,  if  you  can  get  your  opponent 
in  politics,  it  is  about  the  same  thing  as  getting 
him  in  the  penitentiary. 

*  ■©     * 

Financial  sense  is  knowing  that  certain  men 
will  promise  to  do  certain  things,  and  fail. 

*  *    * 

I  never  go  anywhere  that  I  am  not  humili- 
ated on  my  return  with  the  fear  that  I  said 
something  I  shouldn't  have  said. 

*  *    ■© 

The  ills  in  public  affairs  of  which  we  com- 
plain are  results  of  bad  acts  of  those  com- 
plaining. 

*  *    * 

It  is  mercy,  not  justice,  you  need. 

*  &    * 

What  is  common  sense?  That  which  attracts 
the  least  opposition;  that  which  brings  most 
agreeable  and  worthy  results. 

*"    £    * 

Bookishness  in  a  school  teacher  is  pardon- 
able, but  in  others  it  is  believed  to  almost  indi- 
cate shiftlessness. 
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An  American  thinks  he  might  as  well  defy 
the  lightning  as  vote  against  school  bonds. 

All  men  are  liars;  I  am  as  certain  about  you 
as  I  am  about  myself. 

If  a  man  wants  really  good  fishing,  he  can 
get  it  only  in  railway  folders,  or  in  another 
man's  stories. 

We  are  all  compelled  to  accept  what  the 
government  does,  and  try  and  be  satisfied. 

9      -SS      -S5 

Whoever  knows  the  people  knows  their 
morals  are  not  as  clean  as  their  indignation 
about  public  morality  would  indicate. 

AAA 

"o-      "o-      -s>- 

The  people  have  many  sins  to  answer  for; 
but  they  never  sin  s|)  needlessly  and  viciously 
as  when  bellowing  as  critics. 

The  "notions"  of  some  people  are  more  im- 
portant to  them  than  all  the  learning  in  the 
world. 

*  *    * 

I  don't  like  a  man  with  little  feet.  A  man 
should  have  big  feet. 

*  *    £ 

The  Suffragettes  defying  the  men  reminds 
me  of  Ajax  defying  the  lightning:  Ajax  knew 
the  lightning  was  not  at  all  likely  to  hit  him. 
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Visit  any  successful  establishment,  and  you 
will  find  in  charge  a  he-man  who  bawls  out, 
in  a  hoarse  voice,  those  who  do  not  perform 
pretty  well. 

*  *    * 

Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  you  do  not  know 
every  candidate  is  as  great  a  liar  as  a  lover? 
£    £    £ 

When  a  man  writes  a  magazine  article,  he 
seems  to  hunt  through  the  dictionary  for  words 
people  don't  understand,  that  it  may  be  said  of 
him  he  has  a  vocabulary  the  equal  of  Shake- 
speare's. 

I  usually  think  I  am  better  than  the  people 
who  are  trying  to  reform  me. 

*  *    £ 

The  advertising  sections  of  magazines  and 
newspapers  are  becoming  more  dignified  and 
interesting,  and  reading  matter  more  trifling. 
•^     -St     •§£ 

I  am  afraid  of  my  audience,  there  are  so 
many  mean  and  smart  men  in  it. 

*  *    * 

If  you  grant  a  man  a  favor,  grant  it  cheer- 
fully: you  might  as  well  refuse  as  to  grumble 
about  it. 

9    9    *9 

Big  Business  has  been  watched  and  punished 
until  it  is  compelled  to  practice  honesty 
(almost),  and  finally  come  to  believe  in  it 
(almost). 
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Honesty  pays  twice  as  well  as  half  honesty. 

9    9    9 
I  have  never  greatly  liked  George  Washing- 
ton.    He   does   not  look  like  the  men   I   have 
known,   and  his  entire  history  seems  to  have 
been  exaggerated  for  use  in  school  books  and, 
patriotic  addresses. 

Nations  and  individuals  should  treat  each 
other  in  such  fashion  that  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  a  fight. 

g     £     g 

An    idle   woman    does   not   attract   as   much 
unfavorable  comment  as  an  idle  man. 
£    £    £ 

A  few  men  are  not  able  to  see  behind  the 
special  scenery  erected  by  women;  but  most  of 
them  are. 

"»-     *     * 

In  writing  for  print,  the  main  thing  is  to 
please  the  editors.  If  your  stuff  suits  the 
editors,  they  will  cram  it  down  the  throats  ot 
their  readers. 

9      9      9 

After  you  are  in  trouble,  one  chance  to  be 
careful  has  disappeared  forever. 
9-9-9 

The  man  who  is  a  ''great  reader"  rarelj 
averages  as  well  as  the  great  worker. 

*    *    4 
I   have   observed   that  gentlemen    who   claim 
to  speak  with  authority,  tell  different  tales. 
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Is  the  human  mind  so  constituted  it  must 
be  weak  somewhere?  Was  there  ever  a  man 
who  was  sensible  all  the  way  through? 

Everybody  is  expected  to  compliment  the 
bodies  and  union  men.  And  that  both  have 
been  spoiled  a  little  is  not  surprising. 

*  *    * 

After  a  man's  children  reach  twenty-five,  he 
has  none.  No  parent  was  ever  very  comfort- 
able with  a  child  after  it  had  reached  twenty- 
five. 

®    9    9 

No  doubt  you  are  frequently  astonished  at 
the  dullness  of  magazines,  newspapers  and 
books.  You  may  think  you  could  do  better. 
Prove  it. 

9-9    9 

Don't  try  to  be  a  god;  if  you  are  as  good  a 
man  as  is  possible,  that's  enough,  and  more 
than  millions  accomplish. 

*  *    * 

The  devil  rarely  bothers  me  when  I  keep 
out  of  his  territory. 

*  *    *  ' 

No   man   can   amount   to  a  great   deal  with- 
out being  somewhat  stingy. 
"     "     * 

A  man  who  is  fair  and  careful  may  go 
through  life  without  shooting  anyone.  But 
everyone  must  understand  it  is  not  safe  to 
impose  on  him. 
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An  old  saying  is  "A  penny  for  your  thoughts." 
The  offer  is  not  high  enough:  some  thoughts 
would  not  be  confessed  for  a  million  dollars. 


Water  at  command,  by  turning  a  tap  and 
paying  a  tax,  is  more  convenient  than  carry- 
ing it  from  a  free  spring. 

£    *    * 

I  have  noticed  that  when  things  come  my 
way,  I  have  previously  started  them  with  a 
good  deal  of  care. 

Never  say  to  a  man,  "You  are  getting  old." 
It  is  better  to  say,  "We  are  getting  old";  and 
even  then  he  won't  like  it. 

*  £    £ 

Occasionally  you  hear  a  man  boasting  how 
good  his  credit  is,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no 
man's  credit  is  as  good  as  his  money. 

If   the   women    had    money,    how   well    they 
could  get  along  without  the  men. 
£    £    £ 

Whenever  I  meet  a  polite  man,  I  always 
resolve  to  be  more  like  him.  A  polite,  modest 
man  is  a  great  missionary. 

*  *     * 

After  all  the  talk,  the  fact  remains  that  a 
man  can  "get  along"  if  he  wants  to.  Consider- 
ing the  way  they  have  always  been  ground 
down  in  this  country,  the  people  seem  to  get 
along  pretty  well. 
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It  should  be  a  penitentiary  offense  for  a 
politician  to  talk  reform,  and,  when  he  wins 
on  the  reform  talk,  increase  taxes. 

AAA 

Another  mean  trick  of  the  rich:  they  make 
the  poor  bear  most  of  the  children. 

*  *    « 

After  you  are  of  considerable  age,  every  new 
book  seems  like  an  old  one. 
€    #    £ 

A  honeymoon  is  a  good  deal  like  a  man  lay- 
ing off  to  take  an  expensive  vacation,  and 
coming  back  to  a  different  job. 

AAA 

When  you  have  anything  to   say  in  a  busi- 
ness  office,   fire  and   fall   back.     Your   foolish 
surplus  talking  should  be  done  in  society. 
9    '9     -9 

Has  anyone  ever  taken  pains  to  investigate 
the  cause  of  the  poverty  of  Lazarus,  the  widely- 
known  poor  man? 

AAA 

What  the  people  seem  actually  to  believe  in, 
they  don't  seem  to  like. 

*  *    -^ 

I  sometimes  think  we  are  abominally  slow 
in  doing  better,  but  we  should  not  become  dis- 
couraged to  the  point  of  giving  up  the  improve- 
ments we  have  made. 

-9-9-9 
Many  men  able  to  cheer  are  unable  to  think. 
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A  sour  man  may  make  a  living,  but  a  polite 
man  may  make  a  fortune. 

£    £    * 
There  are  a  great  many  invented  stories  of 
the   brave   men  of  antiquity,   to   shame   living 
cowards. 

*  *    * 

After  a  man   passes   sixty,   his  mischief   is 
mainly  in  his  head. 

£    £    € 
When  you  hear  that  a  man  is  looking  for 
you,  and  is  very  anxious  to  see  you,  it's  some- 
thing disagreeable. 

9-9-9 
It  is  easier  to   do  your   duty  than  it  is  to 
worry  over  neglect  of  it. 

9     9-9 
No  man  is  really  clever  unless  he  can  handlj 
an  agent  pretty  well. 

9     -s>-     ^j- 
In  buying  a  gentle  horse,  remember  that  a 
gentle  horse  is  a  lazy  horse. 

*  *    * 

A    man    should    be    taller,    older,    heavier, 
uglier,  and  hoarser,  than  his  wife. 
£    £    * 

It  is   a  good  rule  to   watch  everybody;   the 
honest  man  may  be  careless. 

Except  the  flood,  nothing  was  ever  as  bad  as 
reported. 
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More  than  half  the  people  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  notice  things,  so  don't  imagine  that 
you  can  cut  up  without  being  talked  about. 

A  good  many  brickbats  are  thrown  at  Society 
by  those  who  can't  get  in. 

Of  course  there  is  no  such  thing  as  true 
love,  but  there  is  an  imitation  that  is  very 
pleasant. 

■©    9    9 

A  man  is  scared  a  hundred  times  for  every 
time  he  is  hurt. 

*  £    * 

I  never  knew  a  particularly  good  workman 
who  didn't  have  a  particularly  good  job. 

*  *    * 

Any  man  who  will  tell  his  wrongs,  will 
exaggerate  them. 

*  *    * 

When  I  say,  "Everybody  says  so,"  it  means 
that  I  say  so. 

*  *    * 

It  is  easy  for  society  to  shock  the  people 
who  are  not  in  it. 

*  *    * 

I  have  a  great  admiration  for  the  woman 
who  can  repel  inquisitiveness  or  impertinence 
with  a  single  look. 

£    £    * 

No  man  has  all  the  wisdom  in  the  world; 
everyone  has  some. 
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If  yon   expect  to  get  rich,   you   must   make 
money  when  times  are  dull. 
£    *    * 

I  never  knew  a  man  so  mean  I  was  not  will- 
ing he  should  admire  me. 

*  £    * 

Every  man  flatters  himself  that  he  will 
finally  whip  his  enemy,  and  that  he  will  give 
him  a  good  one  when  he  gets  at  him. 

What  a  villain  a  man  is  willing  to  become 
in  making  "a  good  trade"! 
£    *    £ 

The  little  troubles  get  together,  and  cause 
a  big  trouble. 

Sometimes  a  man  who  has  been  to  hell  and 
looked   all   around,    doesn't   like   it,  and  backs 
out.    But  a  woman  can't  do  it. 
9     9     -9  .1 

This  Prosperity  you  hear  so  much  about: 
no  one  will  hand  you  your  share  of  it  in  cash. 

9l    *     * 
People  tolerate  those  they  fear  further  than 
those  they  love. 

*  £    * 

Half  the  time,  when  men  think  they  are 
talking  business,  they  are  wasting  time. 

*  *     * 

As  a  rule,  you'll  not  have  much  trouble 
having  your  way,  if  you  are  right. 
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When  I  get  hold  of  a  book  I  particularly 
admire,  I  am  so  enthusiastic  that  I  loan  it  to 
some  one  who  never  brings  it  back. 

j£      A       A 

Self-denial  is  easier,  in  the  long  run,  than 
self-indulgence. 

AAA 

What  we  call  injustice  is  often  justice  assert- 
ing itself,  and  taking  its  terrible  toll. 
9-     4R     -Ss 

When  we  get  all  we  are  entitled  to,  more 
results  in  injustice  or  harm  somewhere. 

I  know  of  no  "exposure"  that  has  not  been 
made;  nor  do  I  know  of  one  that  has  had  any 
grest  effect.  We  all  stagger  along  blindly  in 
the  old  way,  injuring  ourselves  and  others, 
when  it  would  be  better  not  to  injure  anyone. 

*  *    * 

Nearly  every  lawsuit  is  an  insult  to#  the  in- 
telligence of  both  plaintiff  and  defendant. 

*  *     * 

Real  things  assert  themselves,  and  make 
critics  ridiculous. 

£     £    £ 

After  a  man  has  been  out  of  Congress  awhile, 
people  say,  "You  wouldn't  think  that  man  had 
been  in  Congress,  would  you?" 

£     *     £ 
Any  man  who  holds  a  particularly  good  job 
has  a  distinguished  look. 
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A  man  has  a  right  to   think  lots  of  things 
he  has  no  right  to  say. 


I  have  noticed  that  even  when  times  are 
hard,  capable,  industrious  people  do  pretty- 
well. 

9    -9     9 

Before  marriage,  a  young  woman  will  be 
polite  to  the  men,  and  seem  to  like  them,  but 
after  marriage,  she  will  have  an  air  indicating 
that  she  hafces  them  all. 

&    «    4t 

People  live  now  as  long  as  they  ever  did, 
only  they  will  not  admit  it.  After  people  pass 
a  certain  age,  they  quit  telling  how  old  they 
are.  I  know  lots  of  people  who  are  as  old 
as  Methuselah,  if  they  would  admit  it. 

*    £    £ 

Eight  hours'  work  a  day  will  not  hurt  any 
man;  it's  the  eight  hours'  bum  that  follows 
at  night  that  hurts. 

"*    £    * 

Actors  do  not  believe  in  the  exaggerated  ai.d 

over-wrought    lines    they    utter,    but    people    in 

the  audience    have   been   taught   to   weep   and 

cheer  such  lines,  and  buy  tickets  to  hear  them, 

£    *    £ 

A  thunderbolt  never  yet  fell  from  a  cleai 
sky. 

I  try  not  to  be  prejudiced,  but  do  not  make 
much  headway  against  it. 
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The  New  Thought  gentlemen  are  always  de- 
manding new  conditions.  There  will  be  no 
new  conditions;  we  must  make  better  use  of 
the  old. 

*  £    £ 

A  mortgage  will  do  more  to  induce  a  man 
to  pay  a  debt  promptly  than  friendship,  or 
honor. 

*  *-    £  ' 

I  have  noticed  that  when  it  is  generally 
said  of  a  man  that  he  doesn't  worl^  very  hard, 
it  may  also  be  said  that  he  doesn't  get  along 
very  well. 

*  *    * 

Experience  indicates  that  if  a  girl  wants  a 
husband,  she  must  get  out  and  hustle  for  one, 
the  same  as  a  man  hustles  for  a  job. 
£    *     * 

It  always  makes  a  man  mad  to  ask  him  to 
be  identified. 

A       A      j4 

After  all,  nearly  everything  is  knocked  down 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

*-    £     * 

Most  people  have  seen  worse  things  in  pri- 
vate than  they  pretend  to  be  shocked  at  in 
public. 

*  *    * 

I  don't  believe  I  ever  knew  anyone  who 
was   not  properly  punished. 

*  #     * 

No  man  can  go  on  bluffing  indefinitely  with- 
out being  called. 
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It  is  impossible  to  make  your  conduct  per- 
fect, but  it  is  easy  to  make  it  better  than  it  has 
been. 

*  *    * 

Most  of  your  friends  admire  other  people  so 
much  that  their  admiration  becomes  uncom- 
fortable. 

*  £    £ 

A  man  should  either  be  able  to  keep  his 
temper,  or  be  able  to  whip  the  man  he  is 
quarreling  with. 

-5?     *     -^ 

No  man  is  able  to  understand  why  his  oppo- 
sition isn't  taken  out  and  horsewhipped,  and 
ordered  to  leave  the  community. 

*  £    £ 

When  a  woman  doesn't  care  to  slave  to  keep 
her  house  immaculate,  she  says  of  a  woman 
who  does:     "She  is  nasty  clean." 

If  you  go  to  church,  and  like  the  singing 
better  than  the  preaching,  that's  not  orthodox. 

*  &•    4P 

After  every  big  failure,  it  turns  out  that  some 
pretty  shaky  men  get  credit  at  the  banks. 

*  *    £ 

There  are  a  hundred  occasions  in  a  man's 
life  when  he  longs  to  be  in  a  position  to  go 
out  and  slam  the  door,  and  never  come  back. 

*  4    * 

Every  man  who  abuses  the  people,  abuses 
himself,  for  he  is  much  like  them. 
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Our  best  and  most  useful  men  are  those 
who  go  forward  and  occupy  the  forward  posi- 
tions, and   not  those  who   only  look   forward. 

*  *    * 

There  is  usually  enough  of  everything  on 
the  table  except  cream. 

9    -9    *9 

I  think  the  most  mischievous  falsehood  ever 
told  is  that  a  broad  and  easy  road  leads  to 
hell,  while  only  a  difficult,  narrow  path  leads 
to  such  satisfactions,  comforts  and  pleasures  as 
men  may  enjoy. 

*  -^     * 

I  think  everyone  knows  the  truth,  and  would 
tell  it,  could  he  be  somehow  convinced  it  is 
best  to  tell  it;  as  it  is. 

-9s    9  .  -9 
I  have  many  bad  habits,  but  never  admired 
one  of  them. 

I  am  willing  to  pay  a  considerable  sum  to  be 
rid  of  such  detestable  terms  as  His  Majesty, 
the  Royal  Family,  Prince,  Princess,  Duke,  etc., 
but  Squire,  Hon.,  Judge  and  General  have  be- 
come almost  as  bad. 

9     -9     -9 

Preachers  say  the  people  fight  religion.  It 
isn't  true.  The  attitude  of  men  toward  religion 
is  naturally  friendly.  Men  not  only  think  favor- 
ably about  religion,  but  millions  of  them  think 
it  a  sin  not  to  become  hypocrites,  and  pre- 
tend to  believe  when  they  do  not. 
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We  talk  of  reading  between  the  lines  in 
books.  We  do  it  in  listening  to  conversation. 
If  you  talk  freely,  remember  that  those  who 
listen  are  reading  between  your  lines,  and  dis- 
covering more  about  you  than  you  want  known. 

I  shall  never  have  the  same  respect  for  the 
shiftless  man  that  I  have  for  his  brother  who  is 
reasonably  industrious  and  frugal,  and  who 
frequently  becomes  useful  not  only  to  his  fam- 
ily, but  to  his  community.  No  one  can  per- 
suade me  that  the  men  who  earn  ten  dollars 
a  day  are  not  as  honorable  as  those  who  earn 
four,  and  I  believe  the  ten  dollar  a  day  men 
are  a  little  more  capable  than  their  four  dollar 
brethren.  And  if  the  four  dollar  a  day  men 
are  promoted,  which  is  happening  to  them  con- 
stantly, I  do  not  believe  them  less  worthy  than 
they  were  when  working  for  less. 
*    *    « 

I  was  once  traveling  through  the  South  by 
automobile,  and  stopped  at  night  in  a  little 
town  in  Georgia.  Sitting  on  the  porch  was  a 
kindly  old  gentleman,  evidently  a  poor  relation 
of  the  hotel  keeper.  He  soon  said  he  had  been 
a  Confederate  soldier,  and  I  replied  that  my 
father  was  a  soldier  on  the  other  side.  "I  hope 
to  God  I  shot  him,"  the  old  gentleman  said.  His 
voice  and  manner  indicated  he  didn't  mean  it. 
Nor  am  I  vicious  toward  those  who  oppose  my 
contentions.  I  sincerely  hope  those  on  the 
other  side  are  equally  gracious,  and  that,  in 
the  final  conclusions  of  life,  I  agree  in  the  main 
with  every  worthy  man,  whatever  uniform  he 
wears. 
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I  cannot  imagine  a  man  willing  to  close  his 
life  with  mischievous  advice  to  his  successors, 
and  very  few  do.  The  ancients  who  were  so 
intelligent  that  their  comments  on  life  have 
been  preserved,  were  mainly  anxious  to  give 
sound  advice,  and  so  are  the  moderns.  And 
this  advice  is  so  simple,  so  alike,  that  one 
man  might  have  written  it  all. 
£    *    £ 

A  gentleman  recently  wrote:  "The  average 
man  does  not  know  he  is  on  the  wrong  road 
till  he  has  traveled  nearly  or  quite  to  the  end 
of  it."  That  is  good  writing,  but  bad  sense. 
The  right  road  bristles  with  signboards,  and, 
when  you  turn  into  the  wrong  road,  thousands 
of  people  run  after  you,  waving  their  arms  and 
shouting  a  warning. 

Whoever  preaches  sets  a  pace  that  cannot 
be  reached  in  actual  conduct.  Every  sermon 
about  truth  is  subject  to  the  objection  that  it 
isn't  exactly  truthful.  Fathers  and  mothers,  in 
sermons  to  children,  demand  that  they  be 
better  than  children  ever  were  or  ever  will  be. 
When  a  man  gets  a  pen  in  hand  he  is  apt  to 
do  one  of  two  things:  write  a  sermon  or  love 
letter,  and  whether  he  writes  a  sermon  or  love 
letter,  he  will  exaggerate. 
*    4t    * 

A  robber  may  usually  avoid  going  to  jail,  but 
constables,  policemen,  sheriffs,  judges,  law- 
yers and  fees  are  pretty  apt  to  make  him  a  lot 
of  trouble;  much  more  than  he  gained  by  tak- 
ing a  chance  with  the  law. 
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The  jester  who  knows  how  amusing  we  all 
are  is  often  a  more  valuable  man  than  the 
solemn  fellow  who  is  forever  demanding  a 
remedy  when  there  is  no  remedy. 

The  story  of  Apollo  does  not  impress  me. 
Nothing  of  that  kind  has  happened  where  I 
have  lived. 

-^y-        "o-        -^ 

It  is  too  bad  that  the  vicious  thing  known 
as  Suspicion  is  frequently  warranted. 

«    £    £ 

In  the  old  days  people  didn't  always  tell  the 
truth,  but  they  were  at  least  ashamed  to  be 
known  as  liars,  and  truthfulness  was  generally 
taught  children.  Lately  we  lie  like  gentlemen 
and  call  it  culture.  I  hate  the  lies  of  phrase 
makers;  they  are  more  mischievous  than  the 
ugly  kind  we  are  all  able  to  detect. 

When  a  man  travels  over  the  country  deliver- 
ing speeches,  and  you  know  he  is  a  candidate, 
do  you  mean  to  tell  me  you  are  so  dumb  you 
do  not  know  he  is  working  for  his  benefit,  and 
not  yours?  And  he  is  taking  a  gambler's  risk; 
therefore  if  he  wins,  he  will  expect  you  to 
pay  ten  for  one. 

£    £    £ 

I  have  never  thought  much  of  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  look  after  their  public  af- 
fairs, but  had  I  heard,  twenty  years  ago,  a  pre- 
diction that  they  would  descend,  cheering  to 
their  present  low  estate,  I  should  have  denied 
it. 
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Missourians  are  quoted  as  saying:  "You'll 
have  to  show  me."  It  is  necessary  to  "show" 
everybody.  Your  shouting  is  not  enough  to 
cause  the  people  of  Missouri  and  of  the  world 
to  part  with  their  money  or  grant  you  respect. 
Every  time  you  read  book  or  newspaper  there 
is  grim  silence  at  your  elbow  to  proclaim  the 
facts  and  correct  the  shouting.  Every  time 
an  oration  is  delivered,  the  grim  facts  are  in 
the  silent  audience,  and  will  proclaim  them- 
selves. One  hears  of  the  Conscience  Fund  of 
men  sneakingly  sending  money  to  those  they 
owe.  After  trying  for  years  to  justify  them- 
selves with  shouting,  they  find  they  cannot. 
After  you  go  to  bed  tonight,  devote  ten  minutes 
to  looking  over  your  affairs.  The  facts  will  be 
there  more  certainly  than  they  were  today 
when  you  were  shouting  and  exaggerating  in 
argument.  It  is  one  of  our  greatest  blessings 
that  most  of  us  may  know  the  silent  facts; 
possibly  the  finest  thing  to  our  credit  is  that 
we  are  finally  disposed  to  admit  them.  Man 
is  a  careless  animal,  but  the  preaching  of  good 
parents  and  neighbors,  of  wise  and  just  men 
in  the  past,  affects  him  more  than  the  shout- 
ing of  the  vicious  or  mistaken.  He  knows  the 
importance  of  being  a  Square  Man,  and  has 
an  inclination  in  that  direction.  He  is  disposed 
to  be  ashamed  when  he  does  not  behave  him- 
self; when  he  has  caused  suffering  or  humilia- 
tion; when  he  forgets  his  "bringing  up."  The 
Stern  maxims  of  his  fathers,  and  the  gentler 
ones  of  his  mother,  are  always  in  his  memory. 
Here  is  where  originates  such  civilization  as 
we  have.    It  is  the  silence  of  facts  that  causes 
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men  to  behave  as  well  as  they  do.  The  grim 
silence  of  the  mountains,  the  stars,  awes  us 
into  reverence.  Almost  every  man  is  boss  to 
someone.  Forget  your  arguments  with  your 
subjects,  and  let  the  grim  facts  prevail:  the 
silent  sermon  for  mercy,  pity;  the  urge  to  do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do  unto 
you.  Much  is  said  of  the  mission  of  man  on 
the  earth.  Let  that  shouting  pass:  I  do  not 
know.  But  I  believe  that  if  a  man  sufficiently 
heeds  Conscience,  the  grim  silence  of  facts 
will  almost  justify  him  in  the  final  settlement 
of  the  question. 

.#    *    * 

'  I  was  almost  persuaded,  when  young,  that 
life  is  not  easier  because  certain  portions  of 
the  population  are  constantly  working  for  evil, 
and  prevent  many  improvements  that  might  be 
made.  I  do  not  think  so  now;  I  believe  we 
all  want  the  world  improved,  and  that  changes 
long  demanded  have  not  been  made  because 
they  are  impossible:  we  demand  too  much. 
Ill 

A  man  who  marries  a  woman,  and  lives  in 
a  community  of  women,  should  know  the  sex 
as  well  as  a  doctor  who  prescribes  for  their 
health.  A  doctor  should  not  write  and  publish 
what  he  knows  about  women,  after  meeting 
them  in  dissecting  and  consultation  rooms,  but 
he  should  know  women  in  dealing  with  them. 
S<*  should  a  husband,  father,  citizen.  Foolish 
flattery  of  women  is  as  disastrous  as  foolish 
flattery  of  the  people,  or  democracy,  or  human 
brotherhood. 


64  SINNER  SERMONS 

We  have  no  novelists  now  comparable  with 
the  old  time  masters.  The  human  race  has  al- 
most outgrown  that  sort  of  genius.  The  best 
of  our  men  and  women  devoted  to  writing 
lack  the  something  rare  possessed  by  Turgenev, 
as  an  example.  His  little  story  called  "Mumu," 
about  servants,  and  without  grand  incidents, 
impresses  me  as  no  modern  writer  can,  with 
the  elaborate  machinery  of  the  present.  Our 
great  modern  performances  relate  to  more  sub- 
stantial things  than  novels,  or  what  we  call 
art.  There  was  a  time  when  men  might  make 
fame  with  a  die  for  a  coin,  a  little  statue,  a 
little  portrait,  a  little  book,  a  one-act  play,  but 
in  our  time  there  is  no  audience  for  such  per- 
formances. We  are  heirs  of  the  ages,  and  for 
one  I  am  well  satisfied  with  what  they  have 
brought  us.  I  think  I  am  on  the  whole  more 
comfortable  than  I  would  have  been  in  the 
time  of  Cellini,  Dante,  Michelangelo,  Dickens, 
or  Moses. 

*     *     * 

The  proletarians  find  fault  with  those  who 
accummulate  money  or  fair  fame,  and  long 
to  hang  all  such.  I  wonder  the  proletarians  do 
not  find  equal  fault  with  those  who  have  un- 
usual intelligence.  No  rich  man  ever  had  the 
contempt  for  the  masses  an  unusually  intelli- 
gent man  has.  Why  do  not  the  masses  in  Eng- 
land hang  Bernard  Shaw?  The  man  was  born 
with  clear  common  sense:  he  couldn't  be  a 
fool  if  he  tried.  And  he  never  wrote  ten  lines  | 
without  making  fun  of  the  masses. 


